Dear Parish Councillors
We understand you are currently drawing up Emergency Plans for our local area under a Government directive. We strongly believe that due to new developments in the Government’s nuclear power policies there should be planning for an emergency involving radioactive emissions as part of this process. We would be grateful if you could read our reasoning below.
Also, at the end of this letter are a number of questions we believe need answering and we would be grateful if you could do so.
1. History of Berkeley and Oldbury nuclear installations
Berkeley, the first Nuclear Power Station in the UK, operated between 1962 and 1989; Oldbury - though with a lot of time out for repair - from 1967 until 2011.1
During these years they routinely emitted radiation into the atmosphere and river as part of their day-to-day function. There were some “incidents’ associated with both stations.1 and 2
Berkeley is … miles, and Oldbury … miles, from [insert your parish here]
In the 1980’s it was disclosed that 6 children under the age of 7, living in and around Lydney, had leukemia. These were shown by eminent epidemiologists to be beyond the possibility of chance, and that there must be some environmental factor.2
The levels of radiation at Berkeley power station as measured at the perimeter fence, were consistently the highest of any nuclear plant in the UK.2
The intermediate-level waste from the decommissioning process will be taken from Oldbury over the next few years, and held in the nuclear waste store at Berkeley.3
The 4 reactor buildings of Oldbury and Berkeley will remain there for at least 100 years before they are safe enough to dismantle (see “Risk of flooding” below).4
Berkeley Nuclear Laboratories were opened in the early 1960s and are still in operation.
Much work has been carried out there including extending the life of fuel rods and the extraction of plutonium from Magnox materials for export to the US for nuclear warheads.
2. Nuclear Waste Store
In 2014 an intermediate-level nuclear waste store was opened at the Berkeley site. This takes Nuclear waste from 5 other Power stations, including Oldbury.

The waste is being transported there by lorry from Oldbury, and by train from the other nuclear power stations.3
3. Proposed New Nuclear Power Station at Oldbury

Built by Horizon in partnership with Hitachi, a new nuclear power station is planned for the old Oldbury site. Work will start soon after the same companies have begun work on a similar one at Wylfa, sometime in the next two or three years. It will be four times larger than the old decommissioned power station, and as it will need more water than can be extracted from the Severn estuary, will have 3 or 4 very high cooling towers.

It is a relatively untested type of nuclear reactor, and will be built on a flood plain (see Risk of Flooding next).
4. Risk of flooding
Nirex, the Government’s own nuclear watchdog, reported in 2005 that due to the risk of inundation or flood, storm surges and risk of coastal erosion, “a managed retreat [from the Oldbury and Berkeley sites] over 100 years is possibly inevitable”.5
Since that report, there is increasing evidence that sea levels are rising faster than was predicted 10 years ago.6
5. Emergency planning
There is no evacuation plan, at Parish, District or County level, for Bristol, Chepstow and the Forest of Dean, in the event of a serious incident at Oldbury or Berkeley.7
After the Fukushima accident an area up to 30km away from the plant was evacuated for some years, and an area of 15km radius still remains a wasteland.8
We believe Parish councils are obliged to consider what they should do to ensure adequate radiation emergency plans are in place, in particular addressing the following questions:

How will we know if there is a radiation emergency?

Who keeps the Iodine tablets and who will distribute them?

If we have to stay indoors, how long would it be for? How will we know?

What will happen to the children in schools and patients in hospital?

What will happen to the horses, cows, sheep, etc? 

If we have to evacuate, which roads will we use so that there is not complete grid lock?

Who will collect the people who have no cars?

Where will we go?
Yours faithfully,

[Insert your name and address and phone number here]
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